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Sustainable seafood labels (or certification) schemes can play a key role
in achieving sustainable use of natural resources. Developed to tackle
overfishing, they increase consumer information to translate sustainable
buying practices into added benefits. For example, studies have shown
that certification can help fishers to access new markets, reduce tariffs
and decrease price variability. However, the evidence of their benefits to
producers is not consistent and it is important to understand when and
under which conditions voluntary food labelling schemes provide enough
benefits to incentivise producers to join.
A scientific review of the Cornwall Good Seafood Guide, in collaboration
with Cornwall Wildlife Trust, has evaluated the benefits of the seafood
labelling scheme, as a test case for broader understanding.
The study involved an extensive consumer survey, to understand attitudes
towards labelling schemes amongst the public, and in-depth interviews
with fishers to evaluate the impacts of local eco-labelling schemes on their
business. As well as targeted recommendations, the report established
three key criteria that can explain the (lack of) success.

Key criteria for deciding the right labelling
scheme for a given fishery and its end market
1. The economic, social, institutional and
environmental benefits retrieved by the
fishermen need to exceed the burden of being
part of it. Fishermen try to maximise their
fishing time and limit onshore work.
2. A minimum degree of institutionalisation is
needed: the criteria of the scheme (who is in,
who is not, what are the goals of the scheme…)
must be clear.
3. The scheme needs to meet the market demand
(primary buyers and/or final market). Fishermen
exporting all their catch on the international
market are little interested in a local scheme
that is not recognised by their buyers.
Fishermen selling to domestic or local markets
are more likely to be interested in such schemes.
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Impact
Targeted recommendations for the Cornwall Good Seafood
Guide are already being implemented, for example:
• A member of staff has been appointed as a Marine
Business Advisor to work more closely with fishers in
the Mevagissey and the Fal area.
• Increased promotion
• Increased targeting of primary buyers and food
businesses to join the scheme
• Plans in place to update the way fishers sign up to the
scheme to instil a more formal framework
“We want to see fishers trusting us and working with us
to improve the sustainability of their activities. We strive
to ensure the legacy of this work will ultimately be a more
sustainable marine environment. We’ve got the evidence
to back up management decisions and voluntary changes
in their practices, which will result in more sustainable use
of the resource and the ecosystem as a whole.”
Cornwall Wildlife Trust
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